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                          Semester Two
English 10/Per. _____


              Cultural Traditions versus Modern Values

Cry, the Beloved Country

(A 1995 film reflecting Apartheid- A policy of racial separation)

Setting: 1946: Ndotsheni Natal- A rain starved, rural section of Johannesburg, South Africa which is a growing city where a small, rich white population controls the majority of wealth and power

Main Characters:
Rev. Stephen Kumalo:
62 year old Zulu priest in the Anglican church

Gertrude Kumalo:

Sister of Stephen, works as a prostitute in Johannesburg

John Kumalo:


Brother of Stephen- left family to become a powerful 





political figure in Johannesburg

Absalom Kumalo:

Son of Stephen- left village to search for his aunt

James Jarvis:


Wealthy, white farmer

Arthur Jarvis:


Son of James who seeks to make the world a more 





compassionate place- white activist for black rights

1. What mood does the little girl delivering the letter to the white-haired man establish?

2. Describe  Stephen Kumalo and his occupation.
3. What is the relation of the prostitute to Stephen Kumalo?
4. Who murdered a white man?
5. What was the name of the young white activist for black rights?
6. What organization did the young activist for black rights put together?
7. What is the relation of the old white man to the young white man?

8. What are three adjectives to describe Johannesburg?

9. What was the Apartheid?

10. What significant “thing” did the old white man give to Stephen?
11. What are three adjectives to describe James Jarvis?
12. What are three adjectives to describe Arthur Jarvis?
13. What were Absalom and his cousin doing when they lived in the apartment where the woman was scared to talk?
14. What is the significance of the quote “It is not black crime which is the problem, it is white crime”?

15. What is the significance of the quite: “For it is the dawn that has come, as it has come for a thousand centuries, never failing. But when that dawn will come, of our emancipation from the fear of bondage, and the bondage of fear, why, that is a secret.”

16. What character did you like the most and why?

17. What character did you think was the most changed and why?

18. Why did Stephen go up to the mountain at the end of the movie?

